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EXTRACTS PROM THE JOURNAL OF MRS. HENRY 
DRINKER, OF PHILADELPHIA, FROM SEPTEMBER 
25, 1777, TO JULY 4, 1778. 

1777, September 25. — This has been a day of great con- 
fusion in ye city. Enoch Story was the first to inform us 
that the English were within 4 or 5 miles of us — we have 
since heard they were by John Dickinson's place — and are 
expected to-night. Most of our warm people have gone off. 
G. Napper brings word that he spoke with Galloway, who 
told him that the inhabitants must take care of the city to- 
night, and they would be in in the morning. As it rained, 
they fixed their camp within 2 miles of the city. Numbers 
met at the State House since 9 o'clock to form themselves 
into different companies to watch the city. 

Sept. 26. — Well ! here are the English in earnest ! About 
2 or 3000 came in through Second Street, without opposi- 
tion. Cornwallis came with the troops — Gen. Howe has 
not arrived. 

Sept. 27. — About 9 o'clock this morning the Province and 
Delaware frigates, with several gondollas came up the river 
with a design to fire on the city, but they were attacked by 
a battery which the English had erected at the lower end of 
the city. The engagement lasted about half an hour — many 
shots were exchanged; one house struck, but not much 
damaged, and no body that I have heard, hurt on shore. 
The cook on the Delaware 'tis said had his head shot off, 
and a man wounded. She ran aground, and by some means 
took fire, which occasioned her to strike her colors. The 
English boarded her and the others drew off. Admiral 
Alexander and his men were taken prisoners. Part of this 
scene we witnessed from the little window in our loft. 

Sept. 29. — Some officers are going about this day number- 
ing the houses with chalk on the doors. A number of the 
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citizens taken up and imprisoned, among them are John 
Hall, Jacob Bright, Tom Leech, Jacob Douche and William 
Moulder. 

October 1. — Several fire-rafts which were sent down the 
river in order to annoy the fleet, ran ashore and were burnt. 

Oct. 4. — Before I arose this morning I heard cannon firing ; 
understood from inquiry that a part of Washington's army 
had attacked the English picket guards near Chestnut Hill. 
This has been a sorrowful day in Philadelphia, and much 
more so at Germantown and thereabouts. It was reported 
in the forenoon that 1000 of the English were slain, but 
Chalkley James told us that he had been as far as B. Chew's 
place, and could not learn of more than 30 of the English 
being killed, though a great number were wounded and 
brought to the city. He counted 18 of the Americans lying 
dead in the lane from the road to Chew's house, and the 
house is very much damaged as a few of the English troops 
had taken shelter there, and were fired upon from the road. 
The last accounts towards evening was that the English 
were pursuing Washington's troops, who were numerous, 
and that they were flying before them. The Americans are 
divided into three divisions, one over Schuylkill, another 
near Germantown, and the third I know not where, so that 
the army with us are chiefly called off, and a double guard 
this night is thought necessary. Washington is said to be 
wounded in the thigh. 

Oct. 6. — The heaviest firing I think I ever heard was this 
evening for upwards of two hours ; supposed to be the Eng- 
lish troops engaged with Mud Island battery. An officer 
called this afternoon to ask if we could take in a sick or 
wounded captain, but I put him off by saying that as my 
husband was from me, I should be pleased if he could obtain 
some other place. 1 Two of the Presbyterian meeting- 
houses are made hospitals of for the wounded soldiers, of 
which there are great numbers. 

1 On September 2 Mrs. Drinker's husband was arrested by Colonel 
William Bradford, and with other Friends, on September 11, exiled to 
Virginia. 
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Oct. 8. — Sister with Billy, the two Hannah Catherels and 
Molly Pleasants, went to the play-house, the State House, 
and one of the Presbyterian meeting houses, to see the 
wounded soldiers. 

Oct. 9. — Firing last night, and heavy firing this morning 
from 5 o'clock 'till between 6 and 7 — it was the frigate and 
the gondollas playing upon the English, who were erecting 
a battery on or near the banks of the Schuylkill. 

Oct. 10. — Jenny and Harry went to the State House with 
Coffee and "Wine Whey for the wounded Americans — they 
are in the long room. Humphrey's paper came out to-day. 

Oct. 11. — The battery on Province Island was taken this 
morning from the English, and retaken in half an hour. 

Oct. 18. — The troops at Germantown are coming within 
two or three miles of the city to encamp. Provisions are 
very scarce ; I paid 36 shillings for 24 lbs Candles ; 2/6 per 
lb for mutton and 7/6 for butter to-day. 

Oct. 20. — There has been a skirmish this morning between 
Germantown and the city ; and this afternoon heavy firing 
below the city. About 18 flat boats came up last evening, 
safely passing the gondollas. Tom Prior taken up to-day on 
suspicion of sending intelligence to Washington's army. 

Oct. 22. — From our garret window I saw 2000 Hessians 
carried on flat boats to Jersey. There has been application 
made by the English for blankets, as the fleet is at a distance, 
and they lost a great number in the battle near Germantown. 

Oct. 23. — Richard Wain was arrested and sent to New 
York. He had the choice of three things, either to go to jail, 
take the Test or go within the English lines — the latter was 
chosen. The Hessians who crossed the river on the 22d 
were driven back in endeavoring to storm the fort at Red 
Bank. The firing this morning was incessant from the 
battery, the gondollas and the Augusta 64. The latter took 
fire and after burning near two hours blew up. The loss of 
this fine vessel is accounted for in different ways — some say 
she took fire by accident, others that it was occasioned by 
red-hot shot from Mud Island battery. Another English 
vessel, somewhat smaller, was also burned. Many of the 
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inhabitants are very much affected by the present situation 
and appearance of things, while those of the other side of 
the question are flushed and in spirits. It was near noon 
when the Augusta blew up ; many were not sensible of any 
shock, others were, but it was very plain to all those who 
were at meeting, and felt like an earthquake. 

November 5. — A soldier came to demand blankets, which 
I did not in any wise agree to, but notwithstanding my re- 
fusal, he went up stairs and took one, and in seeming good 
nature begged I would excuse his borrowing it, as it was by 
Gen. Howe's orders. We have not bought a pound of but- 
ter for three or four weeks — all we get from our cow, is 
about two pounds per week. 

Nov. 7. — Sally and Nancy, with Hannah Drinker and 
Nancy Wain went this afternoon to Philips's Rope-walk to 
see the redoubts which are erected thereabouts. 

Nov. 12. — Poor beef is now sold for 3/ per lb. ; Veal, 4/ ; 
Butter, 7/6; Chocolate, 4/6 ; Brown Sugar, 6/; Candles, 2/6; 
Flour, what little there is at £3 per 100 ; Oak wood as it 
stands 17/ to 20/ per cord, and scarcely possible to get it cut 
or hauled. 

Nov. 16. — The Mud Island battery is at last taken ; the 
Americans left it about midnight, when it was supposed the 
English were about to storm it. 

Nov. 19. — Gen. Cornwallis left the city the day before 
yesterday at 2 o'clock in the morning with 3000 men. 

Nov. 21. — I was awakened this morning before 5 o'clock 
by the loud firing of cannon. The Americans had set fire 
to their whole fleet, except one small vessel and some of the 
gondollas, which passed by the city in the night. Billy 
counted eight vessels on fire at once in sight — one lay near 
the Jersey shore opposite our house. We heard the ex- 
plosion of four of them, and had a fair sight of them from 
our upper windows. 

Nov. 22. — There has been skirmishing several times to-day 
between the Americans and the picket-guards. About 11 
o'clock they drove them off, when some took shelter in 
John Dickinson's house and others thereabouts ; the Bng- 
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lish thereupon set fire to these houses and burned them to the 
ground. The burning of these houses 'tis said is a pre- 
meditated thing, as they serve for skulking places and much 
anoy the guards — they talk of burning all houses within 
four miles of the city without the lines. John Dickinson's 
house, that in which C. Tomsou lived, Jon. Mifflin's, the 
widow Taylor's, John Bayard's, A. Hodge's and many others 
were burned. 

Nov. 24. — It is an agreeable sight to see the wharves 
lined with shipping, and numbers have come up to-day. The 
poor people for sometime have been allowed to go to Frank- 
ford mill and other mills in that direction for flour. 

December 1. — There is talk to-day, as if a great part of the 
English army were making ready to depart on some secret 
expedition. The old wind mill on the island, was pulled 
down one day last week. 

Dec. 2. — M. Story called to borrow for Joseph Galloway, 
who is going to housekeeping, some bedding, tables, &c. 

Dec. 18. — An officer who calls himself Major Cramond 
called this afternoon to look for quarters for some officers of 
distinction. I plead off, but he would persuade me that it 
was a necessary protection at these times to have one in the 
house — he will call again in a few days. He behaved with 
much politeness, which has not been the case at many other 
places. 

Dec. 19. — Lord Cornwallis has sailed for England, which 
occasions various conjectures, and Lord Howe is going to 
"New York. Gen. Howe intends 'tis said to winter with us, 
and I hope he is a better man than some people think him. 

Dec. 20. — A meeting was held at Mary Pemberton's, as 
the Fourth Street meeting-house is taken for the poor, who 
are turned out of the House of Employment, for the soldiers. 

Dec. 25. — Last night an attack was made on the lines, but 
did not succeed — a cannon ball came as far as the barracks. 

Dec. 27. — A certain something, a piece of clockwork, a 
barrel with gunpowder in it, was found in the river near the 
Roebuck man-of-war, and destroyed a boat near it. Several 
others have been found. [" Battle of the Kegs."] 
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Dec. 29. — Major Cramond, 1 we have at last agreed to his 
coining here — he stayed to tea. 

Dec. 30. — Major Cramond took up his abode with us to- 
day, with one servant (two others he boarded at Wells'). He 
has two horses and a cow. 

Dec. 31. — Major Cramond, who is now one of our family, 
appears to be a thoughtful, sober young man, and his ser- 
vant orderly, which is a great favor to us. 

1778, January 1. — Major Cramond has three horses, three 
cows, two sheep, two turkeys with several fowls, in our 
stable. He also has three servants, two white and one 
black boy named Damon. 

Jan. 5. — Major Cramond had eleven or twelve officers to 
dine with him to-day — they made very little noise and left at 
a seasonable hour. Most of our acquaintances seem much 
taken with our Major, and I hope he will continue to de- 
serve their good opinion. A number of those floating bar- 
rels of gunpowder continue coming down the river; there 
has been frequent firing at them to-day. 

Jan. 20. — The play house was opened last night for the 
first time. Our Major attended. 

Jan. 27. — The troops returned from two days foraging, 
and it is amazing to see the great quantities of hay they 
brought in — (70 loads have been taken from Abel James). 
What will they do when the present supply is gone, large as 
it seems ? I am told it will last but a little time, for 'tis 
said twenty four ions per day are used. 

Jan. 29. — Our Major staid out last night 'till between 12 
and 1 o'clock, at a concert at head-quarters, and I fear he will 
do the same to-night, as he is gone to an Assembly. 

March 17. — A great crowd of Irish soldiers went by this 
afternoon, with one on horseback representing St. Patrick. 

April 5. — I left home after dinner, went to Molly Pleas- 
ants, where a great number of our Friends met to take 
leave of us [to go to see her husband]. We (S. Jones, 

1 John Cramond, of the Fourth, or " The King's Own," regiment of 
Foot. 
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Phoebe Pemberton, M. Pleasants and myself) took coach 
about 2 o'clock with four horses and two negroes who rode 
postilion. Owen Jones, Mary and Hannah Pemberton, ac- 
companied us to the Perry, over which we passed without 
difficulty. "We went no further than John Roberts's mill, 
about 10 miles from home, where we were kindly received 
by the woman of the house and her daughters, — the owner 
at this time being a refugee in town. In the evening came 
a scouting party of near 100 men. Two of their officers 
came into the house, saying that they heard there were 
ladies from Philadelphia; asked how far it was to the city ; 
they were strangers, and had recently come from New Eng- 
land. 

April 6. — Left Roberts's after breakfast, and proceeded to 
the American picket guard, who upon hearing that we were 
going to head-quarters [Valley Forge], sent a guard with us 
to Col. Smith, who gave us a pass. Arrived at head-quar- 
ters about half-past one o'clock; requested an audience with 
the general; sat with his wife (a sociable, pretty kind of 
woman until he came in) ; a number of officers there, who 
were very complaisant — Tench Tilghman among the num- 
ber. It was not long before G. W. [George "Washington] 
came and discoursed with us freely, but not so long as 
we could have wished, as dinner was served, to which he 
had invited us. There were fifteen of the officers, besides 
the General and his wife, Gen. Greene and Gen. Lee. We 
had an elegant dinner which was soon over, when we went out 
with the General's wife to her chamber and saw no more 
of him. He told us that he could do nothing in our busi- 
ness further than granting us a pass to Lancaster, which he 
did, and gave a letter to Israel Morris for Thomas "Wharton. 
After dinner, as we were coming out of the room, who should 
we see but Isaac Penington and Charles Logan, who had 
been captured at Darby. They are to be sent back to the 
city, the general giving them a pass. "We all came together 
to James Vaux's, who came over to invite us ; crossed the 
large bridge over the Schuylkill just by his house, and 
lodged there. 
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April 7. — Left James Vaux's after breakfast ; changed one 
of our horses for C. Logan's ; found the roads very bad. 
Dined at Randall Mellor's, proceeded to Robert Valentines, 
where we lodged. 

April 8. — Left Valentine's after breakfast, and dined at 
Thomas Truman's on the usual fare, Bacon and Eggs. 
Lodged at James Moore's in Sadsbury, Lancaster County. 

April 9. — Becky Moore and her husband breakfasted with 
us. Lined at James Gibbons, and while we were at dinner 
several Friends arrived from meeting, from whom we 
learned that our Friends by order of the Council had been 
taken to Shippensburg and there discharged. "When we 
reached Lancaster we drove directly to Thomas Wharton's 
door, we were admitted with others, but desired to speak to 
him by himself. We had half an hour conversation with 
him, but not very satisfactory. As they were going to 
Coffee, we drank a cup with his wife and the rest of the 
company. We returned to Webbs by moonlight, where we 
lodged. Timothy Matlack paid us a visit this evening. 

April 10. — We arose by times this morning, and after 
breakfast went to Lancaster. Timothy Matlack waited on 
us and undertook to advise us — perhaps with sincerity. We 
visited three of the Councillors. After the Council had sat 
sometime Timothy came for our address, which was signed 
by all the women concerned ; he would come for us at the 
proper time. After waiting above an hour he informed us 
that our presence was not necessary, and put us off in that 
way. 

April 25. — I can recollect nothing of the occurrences of 
this morning. About one o'clock my Henry [Drinker] ar- 
rived at Webb's, just in time to dine with us. All the rest 
of the Friends came this day to Lancaster. 

April 27. — We were visited by several Menonists and 
many others. Our Friends applied to the Council this 
morning for a proper discharge, which was not granted, but 
permission to pass to Pottsgrove was all that would be given. 

April 28. — About 8 o'clock we took leave of the family, 
and turned our faces homeward. 
Vol. xiii. — 20 
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April 30. — We reached the city about 11 o'clock and found 
our families all well. 

May 9. — Gen. Clinton arrived here yesterday. 

May 14. — Major Oramond had a concert this afternoon, 
seven or eight officers with him ; D r Enowles one of them 
came into our parlor and had some conversation with Henry. 
There are some movements in the army, which we do not un- 
derstand — the heavy cannon are ordered on board the ships, 
and some other things look very mysterious. 

May 16. — Yesterday Col. Gordon drank tea with us. 
Some of the officers have orders to pack up their baggage. 

May 18. — This day may be remembered by many from 
the scenes of folly and vanity, promoted by the officers of 
the army under pretence of showing respect to Gen. Howe, 
now about leaving them. The parade of coaches and other 
carriages, with many horsemen, through the streets towards 
the Northern Liberties, where great numbers of the officers 
and some women embarked in three galleys and a number 
of boats, and passed down the river before the city, with 
colors displayed, a large band of music, and the ships in 
the harbor decorated with colors, saluted by the cannon of 
some of them. It is said they landed in Southwark and 
proceeded from the waterside to Joseph "Wharton's late 
dwelling, which has been decorated and fitted for the occa- 
sion in an expensive way for this company to feast, dance 
and revel in. On the river sky rockets and other fireworks 
were exhibited after night. How insensible do these people 
appear, while our land is so greatly desolated, and death and 
sore destruction has overtaken and impends over so many. 

May 19. — De Demar, an Anspach officer took tea with 
sister — he quarters at Folwells. A large number of the 
British troops marched out this evening, — the light-horse 
and cannon also. 

May 20. — The troops which left the city last evening 
returned to-day, having accomplished nothing. 

May 22. — The officers have orders to put their baggage 
on board the vessels. Our Major [Cramond] packed up his 
matters to-day for that purpose. 
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May 23. — The army 'tis thought are going in reality to 
leave us — to evacuate the city. Some hope 'tis not the 
case, though things look like it, and many of the inhabitants 
are preparing to go with them. 

May 24. — The baggage of the officers going on board all 
day. 

June 6. — The Commissioners arrived to-day from Eng- 
land, also Lord Cornwallis. A visit from Gen. Washington 
is not so soon expected, as a day or two past, nor does it 
look so likely that the British troops will so soon leave us. 

June 8. — Orders this day for the two regiments of An- 
spachers to embark; our Major goes with them. The 
troops appear to be all in motion. J. C.[ramond] sup'd 
with us and has gone to bed, to be called at one o'clock to 
go off with his company. I intend to sit up until he goes. 

June 9. — Our Major left us a little past one this morning, 
and was very dull at taking leave. Sister and self remained 
at the door until the two regiments (which were quartered 
up town) had passed. J. C. bid us adieu as they went by. 
It was a fine moonlight morning. 

June 15. — Three regiments of Hessians passed our door, 
to take boat up town. 

June 16. — The troops moving all day. Enoch Story took 
leave of us ; he and his family are going with the fleet. 

June 17. — Troops still crossing the river. Capt. Ford 
and Richard Wain took leave of us to-day, as did our John 
Burket; Sammy Shoemaker has gone on board one of the 
vessels and many others of the inhabitants. 

June 18. — Last night it was said there was 9000 of the 
British troops left in town, 11,000 in Jersey. This morn- 
ing when we arose, there was not one red-coat to be seen 
in town, and the encampment in Jersey had vanished. Col. 
Gordon and some others had not been gone a quarter of an 
hour, before the American light-horse entered the city, not 
many of them — they were in and out all day. A bellman 
went about this evening by order of one Col. Morgan, to 
desire the inhabitants to stay within doors after night, that if 
any were found on the streets by the patrol, they would be 
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punished. The few that came in to-day had drawn swords in 
their hands, galloped about the streets, and frightened many 
by their appearance. 

June 19. — The English have in reality left us, and the 
other party took possession again — they have been coming 
in all day, part of the artillery, some soldiers and the old 
inhabitants. "Washington and his army have not come, 'tis 
said they have gone otherways. 

June 22. — The store and shopkeepers ordered to shut up 
and render an account of their goods. 

July 2. — The Congress came in to-day, and cannon were 
fired. 

July 4. — A great fuss this evening, it being the anniver- 
sary of Independence — firing of guns, sky rockets, &c. 
Candles were too scarce and high for illuminations. 



